
TAKING BACK OUR STATE   

The Liberal Nationals plan to tackle violent re-offending 
 

The Liberal Nationals will fix our justice system.  An elected Liberal Nationals Government will 

introduce statutory minimum jail terms for criminals who are found guilty of a second violent 

offence.   

 

These minimum jail terms will ensure under a Liberal Nationals Government, Victoria’s violent 

criminals will remain in prison and away from further risk to community safety.   

 

 

What offences would be covered? 

The new laws would cover 11 of the most serious violent offences. 

 

Offence Maximum 

Sentence 

Reported 

Median 

Sentence (a) 

Minimum Sentence for re-

offending 

Murder 
Maximum 

life sentence 
20 years 20 years 

Rape 25 years 6 years 15 years 

Manslaughter by single punch or 

strike 
20 years 

Not Available 

15 years (Manslaughter 

– 8 years) 

Causing serious injury intentionally 

in circumstances of gross violence 
20 years Not Available 

12 years 

13 years if victim is an 

emergency worker or 

custodial officer on duty 

Causing serious injury intentionally 20 years 5 years 

10 years 

11 years if victim is an 

emergency worker or 

custodial officer on duty 

Causing serious injury recklessly in 

circumstances of gross violence 
15 years Not Available 

10 years 

11 years if victim is an 

emergency worker or 

custodial officer on duty 

Aggravated home invasion 25 years Not Available 10 years 

Aggravated car-jacking 25 years Not Available 10 years 

Armed robbery 25 years 3.5 years 10 years 

Aggravated burglary 25 years 3 years 10 years 

Causing serious injury recklessly 15 years 2.8 years 

6 years 

7 years if victim is an 

emergency worker or 

custodial officer on duty 

Source (a): https://www.sentencingcouncil.vic.gov.au/statistics/sacstat  

 

  



Who would be covered? 

Someone who has previously been convicted of one of the 11 offences, who for a second time 

commits any one of the 11 offences, will be subject to the minimum sentence for re-offending.  This 

would be irrespective of whether the second offence was the same or different from the first. 

 

For example, if someone committed aggravated home invasion, served their sentence and after 

being released then committed armed robbery, they would be required to serve a minimum term of 

10 years imprisonment. 

 

The current “special reason” provisions that apply to existing offences that carry a statutory 

minimum term will be retained and applied as part of this initiative, as will the dual track system in 

youth justice.   

 

 

Why haven’t other offences been included? 

These new laws are focused on the most high-profile and serious violence-related offences.   

 

Other offences, such as culpable driving causing death, sexual offences and drug trafficking in large 

commercial quantities, will be addressed in separate reforms.  

 

 

How have the proposed minimum sentences been calculated? 

The proposed minimum sentences have been calculated using the existing minimum and maximum 

sentencing options. Data from the Sentencing Advisory Council was also used as a reference in 

determining the appropriate minimum imprisonment term.  

 

 

What will the costs be? 

After years of neglect from Labor, the previous Coalition Government embarked on the largest 

expansion to the prison system in Victoria's history, the benefits of which are still being seen with 

the new 1,000 bed Ravenhall Prison contracted to open on 1 November this year. 

 

Whatever it costs to implement this policy over the longer-term, a Liberal Nationals Government will 

put community safety first.  Every life, every family and every community across Victoria is worth 

protecting whatever the cost. 

 

 

Why does Victoria need these new laws? 

Victoria never used to be like this.  

The crime rate is skyrocketing and people no longer feel safe on the street, at work or in their own 

homes.  

Latest statistics show Victoria to be one of the worst performing States when it comes to re-

offending rates.  

The Andrews Labor Government’s weakness in the face of horrifying daily accounts of violent home 

invasions, armed robberies and car-jackings, has only emboldened thugs who think that violence, 

and getting off lightly for it, are normal.   

Too many violent thugs think nothing of re-offending. 

This is part of a range of policies that will be needed to make Victoria safe again.   

 


