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Tri-generation plant secures 400 jobs in Wodonga 
 

 Bill Tilley MLA officially opens Wodonga abattoir’s new $4.1 million tri-generation plant  

 The new plant will reduce energy use by 73 percent  

 Coalition Government provided co-investment of  more than $1 million to help secure 400 direct 
jobs 

 
A new $4.1 million tri-generation plant at Wodonga abattoir was officially opened today by Mr Bill Tilley MLA, 
Member for Benambra. 
 
Mr Tilley said the Victorian Coalition Government was proud to support the installation of the tri-generation 
plant through a $1 million grant from the Regional Growth Fund. 
 
“This co-investment will help to secure 400 direct jobs at the abattoir and rendering facility, and also indirectly 
assist the many Victorian farming businesses where the animals are sourced,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
The tri-generation plant will use natural gas to generate electricity, heat and steam, which are all used to in 
the Wodonga abattoir’s production process. 
 
As a result, electricity sourced from the grid is expected to decline by 73 percent, from 16,184 megawatt hours 
per annum to 4,373 megawatts hours per annum. 
 
“Energy use makes up a large percentage of the Wodonga abattoir and rendering facility’s input costs so this 
new plant will help keep the products from the plant competitive in a global market,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
“This is particularly important as up to 95 percent of the meat processed at Wodonga is exported to places 
such as the United States, Japan, Korea, China, South East Asia and the Middle East. In addition, 90 per cent 
of the skins and hides from slaughtered animals are sold to export markets. 
 
Wodonga Rendering is a major local employer with about 400 full-time equivalent staff, and it supports 
regional agriculture by purchasing livestock from suppliers in the Hume, Grampians and Gippsland regions of 
Victoria. 
 
Member for Benambra Bill Tilley said the co-investment from the Coalition Government’s Regional Growth 
Fund was welcomed by the local community and farmers throughout the region. 
 
“Since it was established in 2011, the Regional Growth Fund has contributed $12 million for 27 projects in and 
around Wodonga, leveraging more than $88 million in total investment and hundreds of direct and indirect job,” 
Mr Tilley said. 
 
“According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, more than 950 new jobs have been created in Wodonga in 
2013 which is great news for the local community.” 
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