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New health service opens in Wodonga  
 

 Victorian Coalition Government invests $6.4 million in new mental health service  

 Funding delivers key mental health commitment for Melbourne’s North-East  

 Napthine Government building a healthier Victoria  
 
People with mental illness in Albury Wodonga now have access to a new 10-bed short-stay residential mental 
health treatment service to reduce the need for hospital stays.  
 
Representing the Minister for Mental Health, Mary Wooldridge, the Member for Benambra Bill Tilley today 
officially opened the new Albury Wodonga Health Prevention and Recovery Care Centre (PARC) facility in 
Wodonga. 
 
“The Coalition Government has provided $6.4 million over four years for the establishment and operation of the 
new PARC, to be known as ‘Jarrah Retreat’.   
 
“This modern, home-like, facility will give people an alternative to hospital-based care or will help them move 
from an inpatient unit back into their community more quickly,” Mr Tilley said. 

“The PARC will have 10 bedrooms with ensuites for residents, lounges, kitchen, dining and recreation spaces, 
along with offices and accommodation for staff,” Mr Tilley said. 

“To be operated by North East and Border Mental Health Service in partnership with community mental health 
provider ‘Life Without Barriers’, the PARC will provide 24-hour a day, seven days a week supervised care.”  

The PARC service provides people with mental illness with a positive community environment to receive 
treatment and care and will help relieve pressure on hospital beds.  

“People being supported by the PARC service will get individually-tailored clinical and community-based 
treatment services based on their needs, all within a warm, home-like environment,” Mr Tilley said. 

In 2014-15 the Victorian Coalition Government will invest more than $37 million to deliver PARC services for 
people with a mental illness.  

“This is an example of how the Napthine Government’s is investing in our community, investing in jobs and 
providing much-needed support for vulnerable Victorians”, Ms Wooldridge said.  

The Victorian Coalition Government has invested in 280 additional mental health beds since coming to 
government. 
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