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Murray to Mountain Rail Trail receives $60,000 boost 
 

 Victorian Coalition Government delivers $60,000 for Murray to Mountains Rail Trail Upgrade 
project  

 Improvements will encourage new visitors to region and boost local economy 

 Funds provided through $1 billion Regional Growth Fund 
 

The Victorian Coalition Government is investing $60,000 from the $1 billion Regional Growth Fund to upgrade 
the popular Murray to Mountains Rail Trail, Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional and Rural Development, 
Peter Ryan, announced today. 
 

Mr Ryan said the Murray to Mountains Rail Trail Upgrade project would improve facilities along the trail to 
respond to the changing needs of users. 
 

“The popular Murray to Mountains Rail Trail stretches over 1000 kilometres between the townships of 
Wangaratta, Beechworth, Rutherglen and Bright,” Mr Ryan said. 
 

“It is important to the economy of northeast Victoria, attracting an increasing number of tourists to the region. 
 

Mr Bill Tilley MLA, Member for Benambra said, “Visitors use the trail for many reasons, including to explore the 
area’s diverse landscapes, and enjoy quality food and wine at local restaurants and wineries. 
 

“This project will upgrade facilities along the trail to make sure it remains competitive in the growing cycle 
tourism market and continues to drive economic growth for the region. 
 

“Improvements will include installing interpretative and directional signage at major sites, upgrading rest stop 
facilities along the trail, and improving linkages between the trail and the communities it connects.  
 

“The improvements will encourage cyclists to explore beyond the rail trail and stay longer in the region. 
 

“These ongoing upgrades will also ensure the long term growth of the regional economy and support local 
businesses.” 
 

Mr Ryan said the Victorian Coalition Government funding towards the $90,000 Murray to Mountains Rail Trail 
Upgrade project would be provided through the Regional Growth Fund to Indigo Shire Council and Murray to 
Mountains Rail Trail Committee of Management, which would contribute the balance of $30,000. 
 

“The Regional Growth Fund invests in community-led projects to drive jobs, investment and innovation in rural 
and regional Victoria,” Mr Ryan said. 
 

“Since it was established in 2011, the Regional Growth Fund has supported almost 1800 local projects in 
communities outside Melbourne, generating almost $2 billion of total investment.” 
 

In Indigo Shire, the Regional Growth Fund has provided $3.1 million to 17 projects, leveraging $7.2 million in 
total investment. These projects include: 

 $2.1 million for the $4.7 million Indigo Shire Civic Centres project;  

 $420,000 for the $1.3 million Barnawartha Recreation Reserve Multipurpose Community Facility; and 

 $55,800 for the $83,800 Yackandandah Hall Upgrade.  
 

The project is expected to be complete in November 2015. 
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