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$880,000 road safety upgrade for Murray Valley Highway 
 
Mr Bill Tilley MLA, Member for Benambra today announced $880,000 for road safety 
improvements on the Murray Valley Highway at the intersection of Barnawartha-Howlong 
Road, in Barnawartha. 
 
Mr Tilley said this intersection had a history of five casualty crashes recorded in the five year 
period ending 30 June 2012, four of which resulted in serious injury and one in a fatality.   
 
“These works will improve the safety of this intersection by providing safer turning 
opportunities,” said Mr Tilley. 
 
“The safety treatment will include the realignment of the western approach to the intersection, 
installation of a traffic splitting island on Barnawartha-Howlong Road, right turning lanes on 
the Murray Valley Highway and additional line marking.”  
 
Victoria’s Road Safety Strategy 2013-2022 includes making our roads and roadsides safer by 
providing a boost in expenditure on the Safer Roads Infrastructure Program funding to $1 
billion over 10 years, an increase of more than 30 per cent a year, in a bid to reduce the risks 
to road users through vital safety improvements.  
 
The Hon Terry Mulder, Minister for Roads said the additional 30 per cent investment is part of 
the Government’s commitment to build a better transport network for Victoria, providing 
important road safety upgrades for local communities. 
 
“The funding is the centrepiece of Victoria’s new Road Safety Strategy 2013-22 and Action 
Plan 2013-16, which includes a new and stronger focus on measuring and reducing serious 
injuries. 
 
“Victoria's new ten year Road Safety Strategy 2013-2022 is supported by a range of bold new 
initiatives within the first four year action plan.” 
 
An evaluation into the effectiveness of the program by the Monash University Accident 
Research Centre indicated that the program is producing a reduction of 31 per cent for all 
casualty crashes.  
 
“We’ve had successive record low road tolls in Victoria and we need to keep working hard to 
ensure that we stay a world leader in road safety,” Mr Mulder said. 
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