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Man from Snowy River Bush Festival celebrates High Country’s legendary horsemen  
 

Visitors will have a unique opportunity to discover the bush culture, skills and traditions of Victoria’s high 
country horsemen when the annual Man from Snowy River Bush Festival returns in April.  
 
Local MP Bill Tilley said today the State Coalition Government has given $22,500 in funding to support 
tourism marketing for the Festival. 
 
“The legend of Jack Riley, the Man From Snowy River, one of the most famous tales from Australian 
folklore, has made the stunning mountainous landscape around Corryong one of the most recognisable 
tourism locations in Victoria.  
 
“As a celebration of this enduring part of our history, the Man From Snowy River Bush Festival has a 
strong following with the number of visitors increasing every year since its inception with accommodation 
in the surrounding area booked out well in advance of the event.” 
 
Mr Tilley said the festival, which has been running in its current form since 1995, is a strong source of 
local pride.  
 
“The Man from Snowy River Bush Festival attracts strong support from the local community with over 
500 volunteers providing assistance during the Festival. It is also a key fundraising opportunity for 
community groups in the area,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
The Man from Show River Bush Festival is a unique bush gathering of mountain riders, poets, artists 
celebrating traditional high country and bush culture.  
 
Highlights for 2014 program include The Man from Snowy River Challenge, a prestigious horse riding 
event which draws skilled stockmen and stockwomen from across Australia.; the Victorian Bush Poetry 
Championships and The Man From Snowy River re-enactment, a creative and theatrical portrayal of 
Paterson’s poem. 
 
Mr Tilley said Corryong is an ideal base for visitors to explore to breathtaking natural landscape of 
Victoria’s High Country.   
 
“With its location in the foothills of the Snowy Mountains and at the headwaters of the Murray River, 
Corryong and its surrounding areas, with its crystal clear rivers, fresh mountain air and striking mountain 
vistas is home to one of the most pristine natural environments in Australia,” he said.  
 
Mr Tilley said the festival also highlights the rich pioneering history which was another draw card for 
visitors.  
 
Tourism Minister Louise Asher said events such as The Snowy River Festival are important ways to 
increase visitation to Victoria’s High Country region and support Victoria’s $19.1 billion tourism industry.  
 
“The Victorian Government is pleased to be able to support The Man from Snowy River Bush Festival as 

part of our commitment to increasing visits and overnight stays in regional Victoria. “ 

The Snowy River Bush Festival is on 3 to 6 April, 2014. For more information visit bushfestival.com.au 
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