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$2 million for Lake Sambell restoration works 
 
The Victorian Government will invest $2 million towards restoring the dam wall at Lake Sambell in Beechworth 
and secure its future for the community.  
 
The lake has been operating at a reduced level since 2012 when it was identified that it was leaking from 
significant cracks in the wall, where it had been previously extended to allow improved water skiing and 
pedestrian access.  
 
Mr Bill Tilley MLA, Member for Benambra, said the major works will eliminate the risk of the wall failing and 
return the lake to its full capability.  
 
“The lake is a valued community asset, which has been enjoyed by residents and visitors since it was created in 
the 1920s on the former site of the Old Rocky Mountain mine workings,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
“This is an important project for the community and will enable recreational pursuits as swimming, fishing, 
canoeing, walking and cycling to continue. 
 
“The Murray to the Mountains Rail Trail also passes through the site which adds to its popularity and 
importance. 
 
“It will be a great outcome for the Beechworth community.” 
 
The Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) has been working closely with Indigo Shire 
Council and the Lake Sambell Reserve Committee of Management to secure funding for the project. 
 
Indigo Shire will engage a consultant to undertake detailed designs of the dam wall in the near future with dam 
wall construction works anticipated to commence in 2015. 
 
Indigo Mayor Cr Bernard Gaffney welcomed the announcement and said this investment from the Victorian 
Government will now allow the Shire to move forward with this extremely important project.   
 
“It has been a long journey from when the leak was discovered in January 2012 to now,” Cr Gaffney said. 
 
“Lake Sambell is a much-valued part of Beechworth and the wider region.  
 
“When we have the detailed design and costings for the repair work on the wall, we will continue to investigate 
additional funding sources to complete the works and restore the lake to full capacity.” 
 
As part of the project, the new dam wall will meet current standards according to the Australian National 
Committee On Large Dams (ANCOLD).  
 
The Victorian Government, through the Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI), is committed 
to managing public land for the benefit of the community and environment. 
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