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Coalition Government invests in local cultural life 

Hothouse Theatre and Flying Fruit Fly Foundation are among 88 arts organisations across the 
state that have been awarded multi-year funding under Arts Victoria’s Organisations 
Investment Program, recognising their contribution to the cultural, social and economic fabric 
of Victoria. 
 
Member for Benambra, Bill Tilley, said the two organisations would receive three years of 
funding through the program to help underpin their operations and deliver exciting artistic 
programs. 
 
“This critical support provides a level of funding certainty so that the organisations can focus 
on creating great art, planning and building for the future and contributing to the vibrant 
cultural life of our region,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
Hothouse Theatre in Wodonga will receive $171,300 in 2014 while Flying Fruit Fly Foundation 
will receive $101,700 in 2014. 
 
Mr Tilley said the Organisations Investment Program, a Coalition Government initiative, 
opened up a 30-year old Arts Victoria program for the first time.  
 
“Arts and cultural organisations play an important role in our region and right across the state. 
By investing in them, we are investing in Victoria’s livability and the livability and prosperity of 
our community.” 
 
“I am pleased that our local arts organisations have been recognised in this statewide 
program and look forward to seeing what they can achieve over the next three years and 
beyond.” 
 
Minister for the Arts, Heidi Victoria, said an extraordinary portfolio of organisations throughout 
the State will benefit from the program. 
 
''It covers a wide range of arts forms and creative endeavours, provides jobs and opportunities 
for our creative professionals, engages many hundreds of thousands of Victorians and helps 
boost Victoria's international reputation as a centre for creativity and innovation,'' she said. 
 
The Organisations Investment Program includes three categories of funding – Developing 
Organisations, Established Organisations and Lead Organisations – with a total investment of 
$26m in this first year of the program. These sit alongside the existing Major Performing Arts 
Organisations which receive long-term State investment, totalling $7.5m, as part of a 
partnership with the Federal Government.  
 
The full list of organisations supported through the Organisations Investment Program will be 
available at www.arts.vic.gov.au. 
 

MLA 


