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Tackling blackberry infestations is a team effort 
 
Blackberry infestations in the Upper Murray district are being targeted from both sides of the fence as part of the 
Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) Good Neighbour Program (GNP).  
 
Member for Benambra Bill Tilley MLA said “Blackberry is a major focus in Tallangatta, Mitta Mitta and Corryong with action 
groups and adjacent private landholders working together to control this pesky pest.” 
  
“One of the successful ongoing projects is a 950-hectare area at Mt Charlie, located 10 kilometres east of Tallangatta,”  
 
DEPI’s Invasive Species State-wide Coordinator, Stefan Kaiser, highlighted that “Mt Charlie neighbours were concerned with 
the level of the blackberry infestation at the site and approached DEPI. Community interest and support has been essential 
in securing funding for this project and after repeated follow-up works a good level of control can now be seen. 
 
“Many problem areas for blackberry often occur in steep and difficult terrain that even large dozers find it difficult to work 
in. So access to do the work is very difficult, and safety considerations are paramount. 
 
“The success of this project has only been possible through the commitment from the community. The community is doing 
their bit by undertaking works themselves. Ongoing works need to occur on both sides of the fence to have a long lasting 
result. 
 
“DEPI’s focus on areas of shared interest means that our efforts will be maintained and strengthened, and we will ensure 
better environmental protection and more productive landscapes throughout Victoria. 
 
“A good example of community interest and action is demonstrated through Blackberry Action Groups. These groups have 
increased the focus on blackberry control across all land tenures. They have representation from private landholders, 
Landcare groups, DEPI, Parks Victoria, Towong Shire, and Hancocks Plantations.  
 
“Other significant Upper Murray projects have targeted English broom in the Mitta Mitta area,” Mr Kaiser said. 
 
Private landholders in the Hume Region are being reminded to make a submission or re-apply for GNP by 10 March 2014 if 
they are adjacent to public land and have a pest plant or animal issue. Projects are usually spread across three years and 
are assessed against predetermined criteria.  
 
GNP is a long-running state-wide program for the control of pest plants and animals on public land. It does not focus on 
native species. It is a co-operative program for pest control where the landholder, in most cases, has some form of pest 
management in place.  
 
A total of $237,438 will be spent on projects in the Hume Region in the 2013/14 financial year with 33 projects currently 
underway.  
 
More information is available from DEPI on 136 186 or at  www.depi.vic.gov.au. 
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