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Coalition invests $4.3 million in Mitta Valley 

The Victorian Coalition Government is set to build a new $4.3 million Department of 
Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI) office and depot complex at Eskdale in the Mitta 
Valley. 

Minister for Environment and Climate Change Ryan Smith announced today that the project 
will secure the future service needs of communities in the Mitta Valley  

“The key consideration for selecting the site at Eskdale was to strengthen service delivery to 
communities in the Mitta Valley, particularly in response to fire and planned burning,” Mr 
Smith said. 

“The Eskdale site is centrally located to ensure the efficient deployment of ground crews and 
aerial support to fires that will be critical in reducing the impact of fire on life and property.” 

Member for Benambra Bill Tilley said the existing public facilities adjacent to the Eskdale site 
will also better support a major fire event with improved access to goods and services and the 
potential for a staging area, base camp or helipad. 

“Thanks to Coalition Government funding the new facility will provide office and depot 
accommodation for eight permanent staff and an additional seven seasonal project fire 
fighters during summer and autumn,” Mr Tilley said. 

“A thorough site selection process has been undertaken by the department at locations both 
at Mitta Mitta and Eskdale. 

“In total nine sites, both on public and private land were assessed. The key consideration 
when selecting the preferred site at Eskdale has been to strengthen service delivery to 
communities in the Mitta Valley. 

“As part of the process the valley’s fire history was  assessed and the Eskdale site is centrally 
located within the Mitta Valley to ensure the efficient deployment of ground crews and aerial 
support to fires.” 

The new complex is expected to ready for the 2014-15 fire season. 
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