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Chiltern’s old Grandstand – Still grand, old and standing 
 
A $25,900 Victorian Government grant has helped restore one of the state‟s oldest grandstands. 
 
Mr Bill Tilley MLA, Member for Benambra today officially opened the 147-year-old historic grandstand at the 
Chiltern Recreation Reserve. 
 
“The Chiltern grandstand is one of the oldest surviving grandstands of its kind in Victoria,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
“It was built adjacent to the former racecourse in 1879 on a mullock heap; linking in with the town‟s early mining 
roots. 
 
“This collaborative project demonstrates how the Victorian Government is working with the community to deliver 
important local projects.  
 
“The Victorian Government‟s grant was for the first stage of the project and was used to ensure the structure 
was kept standing and safe. This included replacing support posts, bracing of the structure, positioning ground 
support, termite treatment and the removal of Elm roots impacting the structure. 
 
“I would like to congratulate the volunteer Committee of Management for all their hard work in restoring the 
grandstand.  
 
“Recreation reserves are the lifeblood of small communities such as Chiltern with long-standing traditions in 
country racing, football, netball and cricket. We work with partners and local communities to deliver outcomes 
for Victoria, through a state-wide approach to public land that creates opportunities for the community to 
flourish.”  
 
Funds for the project were received through the Department of Environment and Primary Industries‟ (DEPI) 
Public Safety on Public Land initiative. 
 
The Chiltern Park Recreation Reserve Committee of Management was recognised at the recent Indigo Heritage 
Awards 2014 with the „Restoration of a Heritage Place Award‟.   
 
Committee member Joy Lee said it has been a big task to save the grandstand from falling down. 
 
“The grandstand was in bad shape when we set out to restore it,” Ms Lee said. 
 
“However, with the help of the Victorian government, Indigo Shire Council, community fundraising and in-kind 
support we have achieved what we set out to do.  
 
“Special thanks must go to heritage builder Daryl McCormack for his contribution to the project. 
 
“We now want to get the grandstand added to the Victorian Heritage Register.” 
 
The total cost of the project was about $50,000 with Indigo Shire and community fundraising also contributing 
funds. 
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