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Study investigates Beechworth opportunities 

 
An investment by the Victorian Coalition Government from its $1 billion Regional Growth Fund 
will be used by the Indigo Shire Council to investigate the possibility of developing a cycling 
precinct and an education centre for young rural entrepreneurs in Beechworth. 
 
Mr Bill Tilley MLA, Member for Benambra, said the two distinctive elements to the Beehive 
Project – Planning Study would potentially be based at the Mayday Hills site. 
 
“The first aspect of the study is to investigate the feasibility of developing a cycle business 
precinct consisting of an accommodation lodge, cycle testing facilities, training and coaching 
components, and cycle tours,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
“The second part will look at the creation of the Australian Centre for Rural Entrepreneurship 
(A.C.R.E.), which would be an exciting new education centre fostering the development of 
young rural entrepreneurs. 
 
“A.C.R.E. will be aimed at helping people aged 18-28 to develop businesses that will 
rejuvenate rural communities in Victoria. The drain of young people from rural Victoria is 
significant, and this project aims to stem that flow.” 
 
Mr Tilley said the planning study will undertake an assessment of anticipated investment 
interest in project elements as part of its business case investigation. 
 
“The cycling precinct has the potential to attract a number of businesses and tourists to 
Beechworth that could result in a significant boost in jobs while also providing a boost to the 
local economy,” Mr Tilley said. 
 
The Victorian Coalition Government’s $1 billion Regional Growth Fund will contribute $30,000 
towards the project, with project partner Social Enterprise Unlimited putting forward $10,000.  
Indigo Shire Council will auspice the project. 
 
Deputy Premier and Minster for Regional and Rural Development, Mr Ryan said the Victorian 
Government’s support for the project demonstrated its commitment to driving future growth 
and prosperity throughout regional Victoria. 
 
“At the end of July, the Regional Growth Fund had supported 1143 projects worth a total of 
more than $1.4 billion. “ 
 
For more information about the Regional Growth Fund visit  
www.rdv.vic.gov.au/regional-growth-fund.  
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