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Beechworth’s new $1.65m fire station is open for business  
 
Member for Benambra Bill Tilley has today officially opened a new $1.65 million fire station at Beechworth which 
will increase the capacity of firefighters to protect lives and save property.  
 
Representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and Minister for Bushfire Response Kim Wells, Mr 
Tilley said the new station replaced one built in 1892 and would ensure the brigade is equipped to perform 
critical work now and into the future.  
 
“This new station will improve the services provided by the Beechworth Urban and Rural Fire Brigades to the 
community in and around Beechworth,” Mr Tilley said.  
 
“Both brigades share the station and it provides members with a safer, more functional and modern base from 
which to work. 
  
“It has additional training facilities, a local command post and space for safer emergency vehicle movements in 
and around the station.” 
  
Mr Tilley said the new station demonstrated the Napthine Government’s continued commitment to the CFA and 
its role protecting Victorians. 
  
“The Coalition Government is building a better and safer Victoria by supporting the CFA and ensuring its 
members have the facilities, equipment and resources they need to do their job safely and effectively,” Mr Tilley 
said. 
  
“Volunteers are the backbone of regional Victoria’s emergency response and we will continue to support CFA’s 
vital work of protecting the lives and property of more than three million Victorians.”  
 
Mr Tilley said in the 2014-15 Victorian Budget, the Coalition Government committed $29 million for 78 new CFA 
vehicles and $20.5 million for respiratory protection equipment for CFA and MFB firefighters. 

“The Coalition Government has also invested $66.24 million in the Regional Radio Dispatch Service that 
provides direct voice communications between firefighters responding to incidents in regional Victoria and ESTA 
dispatch operators,” Mr Tilley said.  

“We are committed to strengthening Victoria’s emergency services and this investment not only helps protect 
communities, it fosters growth.” 
 
Mr Tilley said since coming to office in 2010, the Coalition Government had provided the CFA with more than 
$2.29 billion. 
  
“This financial year the CFA budget is $457 million, $58 million more than under the last Labor budget,” Mr Tilley 
said.  
 
“The record investment highlights the Napthine Government’s strong commitment to the CFA and recognises 
the critical role our career and volunteer firefighters play in keeping Victorians safe.” 
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