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North East Victoria set to benefit from environmental 
investment 

 Minister for Environment and Climate Change announces $4.59 million 
towards vegetation 

 Funding will improve the quality and resilience of vegetation in North East 
 Coalition Government continues to deliver tangible benefits through 

Environmental Partnerships 
 
Minister for Environment and Climate Change Ryan Smith today joined the Member for 
Benambra Bill Tilley to announce $4.59 million to improve vegetation in Victoria’s North East. 
 
The Victorian Coalition Government will provide funding for Northern Eco Connections, a 
multi-region project delivered by the North East, Goulburn Broken and North Central 
Catchment Management Authorities (CMAs). 
 
The investment in the Central Victorian Box-Ironbark and Murray River corridors aims to 
increase the resilience and connectivity of vegetation in these areas.  
 
Mr Smith said the project will operate across nine river catchments within the three CMA 
regions, combining their collective technical, project management and governance 
capabilities to offer an integrated project delivery model.  
 
“A key objective for CMAs is to work with landholders to improve the quality and extent of 
native vegetation within targeted landscapes,” Mr Smith said. 
 
“We are also promoting practical local action by including a wide range of land uses and 
opportunities for community involvement in the regions. 
 
“Threatened species populations are also addressed, with funding allocated to projects that 
reduce threats to important populations and habitats of threatened species in Victoria.” 
 
Mr Tilley said the Coalition Government’s goal is to deliver tangible benefits for the 
environment as well as the community, which is best achieved by working in partnership with 
business, industry and stakeholders. 
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“Getting this kind of combined community partnerships are a key goal of the Coalition 
Government,” Mr Tilley said.  

“Through strong environmental partnerships we aim to work with communities to share 
responsibility and better protect and improve our environment. 

“The North East Catchment Management Authority has a long term partnership with the City 
of Wodonga and North East Water.  
 
“These agencies are successfully working together on the development of Leneva to create a 
water smart city within a sustainable and durable landscape.” 
 
“This is aligned with our vision to provide better community connections and improve 
liveability,” Mr Tilley said. 
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